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able che Pet's fHHN f, and Mem 
bers of the Society for the Propaga- 


come, thro' divine Grace enlightening my 
Mind, a Proſelyte from Judaiſm to Chriſti- 
anity, ſo I muſt acknowlepe, that the Read- 
ing of this little Book gave me great Com- 
fort and Satisfaction: It ſeems to me tò con- 

tain the pure, plain, and eaſy Doctrine of our 
Saviour Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles, as handed 
down to us in the New Teſtament, not in 
the leaſt defaced with the Innovations of 
ſubſequent Profeſſors, diſguiſed with Super- 
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W vr diſtinguiſhed with the Part ur 
Marks of any, whether more antient ot mo- 
dern Claſs of Chriſtians, who have each in 
their Turns arrogated to themſelves the glo- 
rious Denomination of the Church of Chrift, 
almoſt excluſive of their Brethren; and have 
dignified their ſeveral Syſtems, fraught with 
new - invented Doctrines, with the infallible 
Name of Orthodoxy, or being in the Right: 
On the contrary, this ſeems to be neither of 
Paul, nor of Apollos, nor of Cephas, but of 
Feſus Chrift only, 1 Cor. i. 12. 
That the Kingdom of Chriſt may flouriſh, p 
that thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians may. 
ſo conduct themſelves by their exemplary 
Converſation and Love, as to bring over to 
the Doctrines of Chriſt their ſcoffing, un- 
thinking Neighbours at Home, and the blinded 
Heathens or Infidels abroad, where- ever they 
happen to live among them, is the ſincere 
Prayer of, % 


LY 
. : 


GENTLEMEN, — 
Nur moſt devoted, 


London, humble Servant, 
Nov. 13. 174% 


Daviyr ABOAR. 


PRE- 


PREFA C E. 


HIS little, but comprehenſive and 
excellent Treatiſe, was put into my 
Hands by Dr. Mortimer, Fellow of the 
Royal College of Phyficians, and Se- 

- cretary of the Royal Society, London; 
a Gentleman of great Candour, Learning, and 
Ingenuity z and to whom I am greatly obliged 
for the Honour of his particular Notice ; and 
under whoſe kind Encouragement and Appro- 
bation this Tranſlation ventures to make its 
Appearance in the World. The Original was 
given to Dr. Mortimer, by the late learned and 
ingenious Mr. Andrew Celſius, Profeſſor of Aſtro- 
nomy, and Secretary of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Upſal, in Sweden, in the Year 1735. 
who had then lately brought it with him from Ve- 

nice; where he received this Account of the Au- 
thor of it, and his Deſign in writing it: That 
he was a Jeſuit, who had been ſent a Miſſionary 
among the Turks; but, after his Return from this 
Employment, became ſenſible that he himſelf 
ſtood in need of Converſion from Popery to 
that true and unaffected Simplicity of Religion 
taught in the divine Writings, Upon a thorough 
TT Conviction, 


N e 7. 
Ces, therefore, of the pl; DD} Fa” 1 
perſtitions of the Church of Rome, herelinquiſhed 
its Tenetz and Cefemonies, and etnbraeed on} 
the Doctrines and Form of primitive Sande, 
as profeſſed by thoſe Reformed- Ehriftians now 
known by the Name of Proteſtants. How hear- 
tily and intirely he came over to Proteſtantiſm, 
will abundantly appear by the Purity of the Doc- 
trines of the following Piece; the Deſign of which 
was, the Inſtruction of new Converts from Ma- 
bometaniſm : The Reader will in it find Chrifti- 
anity not ſet off with Pomp and Shew, and de 
corated with ſuperſtitious Embellſkmetits,”” 
exhibited in a moſt plain and eaſy Dreſs: I her 
appears in its native Simplicity, capable of . 
tracting the Admiration and Love of the moſt 
curious and intelligent Beholder, as well as the 
leſs learned and vulgar. Such a plain Syſtem as, 
this is certainly the moſt proper to offer to Per- 
ſons of, a different Religion, in order to convince 
them of the real Truth. No Difficulties, no 
Stumbling · blocks ſhould be laid in the Way; but 
the Path ſhould be made quite even and eaſy, as 
it is in this Introduction, whereby the moſt Illite- 
rate may learn, what it is to be a real Chriſtian. 
The Rules and Directions are no other than what 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, and which will 
rouſe every attentive and conſiderate Reader from 
Careleſneſs and Lukewarmneſs in the- Affairs of: 
Religion, and inſpire him with a diligent and ſe- 
rious Care for his Soul, without carrying him to 
Enthuſiaſm and Wildneſs: Whoever follows the: 
Advice this Treatiſe offers, will become a ſober, 
rational; and true Chriſtian; one-whe-joins Faith” 
and Practice together in every Branch of Duty 


to God and his Neighbour : In ſhort, this Fo 


. —— 9 , 
_ 
—— © 
= 


— RR 
_ wo... 
* 4 i 2 
_ — 
. 


OT ds ai ů 2 


— 


=. 
q 
| 
| 
# 
8 
* 


' 8 e | PEE TY p - 
„ * T7 Ty; 1 8 n 15 3 a i 


| — — ef 


Book pt 


thoſe who are unlearned, and have not Op 


PREFACE. 


vii 
preſents Religion the ſame as the Word 
of God does: A Fidelity and Exactneſs ſcarce 
any. Writers on that Subject obſerve. Some Au- 
thors deny and oppoſe what God in bis Word 
teaches; others mix the Word of God with 


Whims and Opinions of their own; Opinions ex- 


traneous to Scripture, and Common Senſe: Others 
again veil it, and render it abſtruſe by unintelli- 


gible Terms, and metaphyſical Notions, bor- 
rowed from the philoſophical Schools of the Hea- 
then. Indeed it is very unſafe to learn our Duty 
from human Writings: Revelation only, as de- 
livered in the Holy Scriptures, is the pure Foun- 
tain of Religion : The divine Oracles are what 
every Man ſhould inquire at, to know his Duty 
to God, Himſelf, and his Neighbours. As to 
rtu- 

nity to acquire the Knowledge of the Orizinals, 
they ought daily to conſult them in the Tranſla- 
tion, and be contented with the common Evi- 
dence (which indeed is very abundant) of Chri- 
ſtianity, afforded in the Tranſlation, as it ſtands 
in our Bibles at preſent: But! 1 ſuch 
to read always with this Rule - Tbat whatever 
they obſerve, in their Reading, to contradift Nature 
and Commay Stnſe, not to charge the God of Truth 
with it, but the Tranſlation: They ought to be 
perſuaded of this, and ſo paſs on to what they 
can underſtand. But thoſe who have Capacity and 
Leiſure, and yet negle& the Study of the Scrip-- 
tures in their Original, not only deprive them- 
ſelves of wonderful Evidence for the Truths of 
Chriſtianity, but their Neglect is. inexcuſable: 
For here I cannot forbear mentioning, how much 
I lament the Imperfectneſs of all the Tranſlations 
of the Scriptures, eſpecially of the Old Teſta- 

4 | | | ment; 
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viii PREFACE 
ment; ing from the. corrupt Conſtructionz 
introduced (a) by the Maſoreis, and other Rabbies 
of various Denominations. My Forefathers, che 
Jews of old, underſtood and explained many 
Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, as ing and 
deſcribing the Particulars of the Mafia who was 
promiſed and expected; but indeed the later Jews 
vainly imagined, that he would have proved a tem- 
poral Deliverer to their unhappy Nation, as well az 
an univerſal Saviour to all Mankind; they form'd 
to themſelves the Notion of a mighty Prince, an 
univerſal Monarch; not reflecting upon that moſt 
convincing Prophecy, or Declaration, of the Al- 
mighty, by the Mouth of Jacob, Genef. xlix. 
10. The Sceptre fhall not depart from Fudab, nor 
a Laugiver from between his Feet, until Shiloh 
come; and (as it ought to be tranſlated) «to hin 
the Nations ſhall be congregated. This Paſſage 1 


is 

a plain Proof, that the Shilob was not to be a tem. 
poral Saviour; for it evidently predicts a Ceſ⸗- 

ſation of the Jewiſh Laws and Government. I 

muſt own it made a great Impreſſion upon me; 

and aſtoniſhing it is, that it does not give Con- 

viction to all bred up in Judaiſm : For was not 

this Prophecy moſt completely accompliſhed ſoon 

after the Appearance of Chriſt, whom the Jews 

- crucified ? The Jewiſh Hiſtories (5) and. Tradi- 

tions do not deny the Appearance of ſuch a Per- 

fon upon the Earth;. they do not deny his Mi- 

racles; though ſome aſcribe them to Necroman- 

cy, others to their Cabala: No ſooner had his 

Diſciples made ſome Progreſs in teaching his 
Doctrines, and declaring him to be the Meſſiah, 


| "but 
| (2) Which I ſhortly intend to give ſome Specimens of in 
a Treatiſe by itſelf. | 


(5) See their Talmud in the Book called Sazhedrim. 
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and . chine:pores the d, ro 1 
ſperſed oper all Natiohs f and remain to-this Day * 
a Teſtitnon) of the Completion of the Uivine N 
Prophecies; a Monument of divine 
Wrath for having put to Death the Lord of Life: 
and for having in a moſt preſumptuous Manner 
called upon God:;—His Blood be upon us, and dur 
Children, Matth. WVvin 25. Which it has, in 
earneſt, * been ever ſince: © The'! miſerable, . con- 
tible State the „ ee N= and are now 
is à ſtandding, daily Pwof of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity; and of the Hardiieſ'of their. Hearts, 
and Blindneſs of their Minds; the Curſe being 
ſtill in Force upon all ſuch of their Deſcendents 
who do not ſeck for Reconciliation with God 
thro' the Intereeſſion and Merits of that very Je. 
ſus, whom. they haye wo deſpitefully. uſed. 
— os Reflect — perrr 
joined to à Reflection 
and intereſting — 8 Pn and his 
Diſciples, every. way — 4 
ns 2nd Welling of Man in this cet | 
and giving full and indubitable Aſſurances of 
eternal Felicity in the Life” to come, on much 
eaſier Terms, than the heavy Burdem of the Law. 
might be ' ſufficient  Inducements for any ſober- 
minded, conſiderate Jew, who ſhall have Reſo- 
lution enough, but for a ſhort time, to lay afide 
the Veil of che Prejudice of Education; to em- 
brace the Mercies and Forgiveneſs offered to him 
in the Goſpel; 1 7 to en KN rr 
and his Chriſt. 401 va n DIIOD 
Aſter the Jews had found their Diſappointment 
a Cheſts ent een W 
1 Ptreach⸗ 
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che. Fetus, ſtuclietl hom they ſhouli put the Peapſe 


Jeſus 3. and in 


N 


12 his: Kingdom: wat Bot .of 4his 
ord; the-learnedt:Rakbies or Doctors 


off of the Belief -rhat-thatr-Chrif, peed They: had 
crucified, was reatly the-promiſed; Then 
they began to inrem "the, Notion double Ac 


3 ane ſome. time 


Hiſbur0, fewer oot Sath Pig 50 +00..plainly IJ 


pointed out the Characters of Chriſt;/ as in Hals 
cxiv. betwetn the 1 3th and 14th Verſes, is, left 
out this Sentence D]]. r d 
rn ie ſpall rejoias and be glad in 
thy. Name Pall aur Horn be-exaite 
As Thave-ſeen-in thbMSS. at Balagna, Kurer 276 
— Piſa. This Palms; a8 ate the xxv, CN il 
and / others, an alphabetical Pſalm, and. this Verſe, 
benign 9 Nun, * eee common 
os Copies. 120 Ot att an, 
About 700. Teats ag they began bo, introduce 
the-Life of Puinta, thereby fixing the 8 
ciation of the rf Words, ard they; p 
3 taking away all Ambiguity in 
by, di means they 
— the Senſe uf a geeat many Paſſ ly 
according to their original and real. Meaning 12 
quired By the Content, plainly deſcribed the 
Muaſtab as one coming in an humble Station, and 
23 One who was to bear on a Tree the Curſe = 
t0- the ben of Alam, for the Tranſgreilion, of 
their firſt Parents. Of this 1 ſhall give. you ewe 
ua cemarkable Inſtances in Jab . in Chap in. 
ar. 19. inſtead of the falſe Conſtruction intro · 
duced oy the 1 and che en be 5 
m 


be Lxx. have Ae the {oily Wa The 
Tori ir faithful in all bis Words, and juſt in all his Works, 
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Fr bafl # Mak be mae pure than Ba 
Mater? the true and original 8 , Fuhg an 
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why | 
If (13Y hither he 175 — 
1 gun e ee . ary 
Chap. Vi. Ver. B, Og in Ofbet 7a Tohight 
have ny Rega! aid Bur God + grant nil 12 
Thing Bar F long for, ven that i 1 2 eaſe - 
God * rey "ibs, that” bb” Wü love Vr 
Hard and cut me off ! it ſhould ſtand thus 1 
NP 19h ho will grant the Forth:comi 
my Petition" "p90 41 Ty Hope? HNW 
The Alt will. d 2s. whe 4 to. bear tee r 
of the Law 3" e For the. Alue. 10 . 
terpoſed Oaub, "OT and be wn: bn m 
to the Hue Etat; y I 96 Band a er 
ceed fill on Agde and perform Bit Wark. in | 
ſee Iſaiab x . The Qngivahis veel 
in any other Language and baff 
Reſignation to.the Will of Get a a 7 
Character of ob's Patience z but ad- 
ing, befides lofing- this beautiful Deſciptic 
Humiſiation, and the great and ine Ex - | 
ample of Suffering ee Pine, and dee 
to be cut off, as if impatient | 
laid upon = God... ; 
| con and 's Treg 
I think it — to ap twd Wordt and 
1222 to enable the Reader more clearly to ſee the Senſo . r 
this Paſſage of Job vi. 8, and 9. Which T have endenvoürtd 
to reify. VV comes from . er NN which frgnifies' to 
go round and round, in order to inveſtigare, as it were, 
every Creek and Corner; eee, 
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0 L 1 rg Bez and. the Latin 
dun Ter, and Ov ur. Of G Word, have 
5 2 good, tho? not I: IA Mick ng, which i= 
to purſue or drive at ſome And dy a Trait or 


tions in by ger Signification, as an avaticious, 
es himſ, lent by all the Methadsof Oppreſſon a 
VWolence; + It ought no-where to be rendered to cut off; 
Ven reſſion, or 1 
ppoſes all And firialy 'tis to gain the 
End or Advantage propoſed by cheſe ſeveral Actions 
eas A NID which is procured by theſe Means 
e Profit or Adyantage itſelf ; and the e Paraphrale 
tly renders it—Picuz/s aut Divitize Iiiquiratizthe 


Mammon of Unrighteouſnels. In the . Na. x. 24. 
Lament, ii. 17 


and Zecbar. iv. g. Wy — 
Word by ee but the Latin. as 
. 2 50 far ſhort of the Original—It is | indeed} in wy a 
the finiſhing Stroke to a Thing; but Bezo 2 
2 od of its Completion, vir. by 1 
Jnttances of Za. and Ferem. God executed his Threats 
Puniſhments, in order to gain his Purpoſe on the Good 
the Wicked. When God therefore is {aid to exerciſe his Ser- 
vants, expreſſed by the Word Beza,' as he did Hez4chiab ind 


Jeb by Sickneſs NIT Waſting and Afflictions, they may be 
aid to be made perfect thro Safferings—The Language of 


Je is much the ſame as the Apoſtle Ih that all things | 
vill work together for good to them that love God. As Dr, 
Hodges juſtly . in his truly learned Treatiſe on Job— 

This Book in its Pn is . for n 
Righteouſmſs. | 
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Days. How much than our con 
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1 am. ſorry to find, that mo ox dag e 
make ſo light of the Seripture 1975 Fae 
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hadow 
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the Sun and at 
an's Dial going back ten Degrees, ſſaiab 
8. In both, which TR : 7 6 8 
is wrong tranflat N Qy 
or Orb, for it ſigpihes only dhe Light the: 1 85 
Servant, ot Attendant 1 Ep 
or attended about him, ike 1 ght. 
about the * Gn Hap z 5 in J 


expreſſed OPENS — 575 7. hx 
Name OW Ores Tuch Word I take to be co 
pounded of M. to burn, and D), to mix; 
Ores then is the Fire at the Orb, where 


an . is. ets 5 whence. 
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1 ee 1 0 Operation 
ing the Globe im its Murhal N 
18 ed to think” tlie Forres Wat 
E becauſe if the Ear fis — ws. 
pe: 4 Series of Miracles feems Ne 
tied a Variety of Inconveneneies attend. 
ing the ſudden guſpenlipn of the Earth Rerg 
— ſuch as over- turning all the Buildings up 
it, gocaſforiſiig ithmenſe Trundations,/and the 
fol am afily coticeve,” were overs 
hi 


t full Sail to Be „ chat 
ug movtable on the Derks would de en 
0 4 great Diſtaiitie ; and how vaſtly "does. he | 
of A Ship fall ſhort of the her? 
Before I conclode, I cam t help taking notiee ef 
Lorne Fhings . which have given me mY t Sent. 
n my more intimate Conyerfarion,. 
thy ä and which, rare 
Had I worn. 80 have been greu 
Obſtet dba Wa 7 Ke 
are the Want of — re in put e Worſhip. 
their irreverent Uſe of God's Name ; and the Want 
of Charity; the ning chat one fingle Day 
out of Kan which God Rath challenged to hittis 
elf, to be ſer alide for Reſt both to Man and 
for Man to mert in public Places of 
Worſhip p, and at home to ftudy and read the 


Word of God Z har no one may plead mot. 
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in Vain, an every 
fe. be ſuppoſed to 
9 5 are continually yent- 
5255 or the on Norte 
Ee 
if he 5885 
knows Toke 5055 his e in dan ein 
Cha- 


i e and not expoſe him 
rity rey reigns ſtile 45 1 Chri- 
f they differ in the either in Points of 

Doctrine or Government, their Reſentment is 

high as to refuſe, Communion with each other, 45 

tho' they were no longer of one Feld, or belong 

ing to one e abe cannot be 

vided, 1 Cor. i. Chatacheriſtic of 

Chriſt's s genuine F 5 is — - By. this. Jball all 

Men know that ye are 225 Diſciples, if ye have Lon | 

one to another, uc e do we ſee. 

oy 21 the lng One Git who daily preſetit 
mſelves to our How few good Samari: 

— are there now. a- days! How little e Rege is 

there to outward Decency, and. Profeſſion of Re- 

beiouſneſs!. for 2 an 1 5 Dey, » 

are not to expect the inward Reyerence, HI 

do Gentlemen, 3 the mſelves learned, 3 

2 Mock at Reyelation, at the. Holy Scriptures, 

and even banter qthers who. make 2750 Profeſſion 

of believing thoſe Sacred Oracles! In Which, T 

am ſure, were they more conyerſant with them, 

2 in the Original, they would Toon *bs 

7 4 brought 
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onde inen a e no! 
lege, ANT & as. well" as Pier i 0 "Hr thock- 
| ing is ir to. ſer your Nen er Tate, your wal 
red, fine Gentlemen, laugh it thoſe 10 mike 
any Profeſſion of Chriſt, and call them by oppro 
brious Names: to hear them banter erer 
ſerious and divine, and to e and commen 
for Men of Senſe and Wit, fuch Us are de: 
ſperate enough to deny God, and make à Jeſß of 
His revealed Will! What a Scandal ariſes from 
' Drunkennefs and Immodeſty! What an Example 
does Unjuſtneſs in our Dealings give! Can e 
expect others to be juſt to us, whom we endes 
vour to circumyent on every Occafion: ? Theſe 

are Thirigs which give Scandal to all ſober Men 

all all Religions ; theſe are the grand Obſtacles to 
Converſion of the Heathen in our Days; who, 
with too much Reaſon, and greatly to the - 

proach of thoſe, who without any 1 

g born in a Country where Chriftinity i 714 
feſſed, ſtile themſelves Chriſtians, "retort "upon 
theſe nominal Chriſtians ; We Hh god more Virtve, 
more Morality among us, tha . you.” 8922 us the 
Example of, who pretend to te 
Religion than our old one. But that God il in 
his own Time, reform the Hearts and Manners of 
all Men, and bring us all into one Fold, and'under 
one Shepherd, even the Lord Jeſus, Who is ble 
ſed for evermore; ought ' to be the — 
Prayer of every one, whe is ſenſible of the H 
pineſs and Serenity of Mind which real 
anity gives to every ſincere Partaker of it even 
in this Life, as well as the pleaſing Thoughts and 


Aſlurances of an cternal Hapginch: hereafter, *. 
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1 
SH LL are not 2 Chriſtians, & who 
go under that Character. The 
Chriſtian receives his Name from 
Cnxls r, which ſignifies anoint- 
ed of the Holy Ghoſt: There- 
fore we conclude, that every one that is a 
real Chriſtian, may, with ſolid Reaſon, be 
ſaid to be anointed of the Holy Spirit of 
Chriſt; that the Spirit of Chriſt dwelleth! in 
him; becauſe he believes in him with all bis 
Heart, as in his only and real Saviour, and, 
thro? the whole Courſe of his Life, conſtant- 
ly On him even to is laſt Breath, tha 
| at 
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that cannot ſay ou he. not to aue his 
Tor a Chriſtian, wi » 
u. 


Waben conſiders and compares 


the Excellency of that Name with his cor- 


rupt Courſe of Life, and, by Divine Grace, 
comes to know how wrongly and unworthily 
he has uſurped the Name of a 3 

ought immediately, and without deferri 


Moment, to turn himſelf intirely to God; | 


ſince there is nothing more dreadful and _ 


rible, than to be in doubt of one's own Salva- 


tion. So much the more ought one ; to aſpire 
to attain a Certainty of it, 


III. 


Ir is neceſſary then, in the Firſt ples. 
that a Man be ſenſible of his Sins, fince God 
ſays, Ferem. iii. 12, 13. Return, thou batk- 


ſliding Iſrael, and I will not cauſe mine An- 
ger to fall upon you; for Tam merciful, and 


T will not keep Anger for ever; only acknow- 
lege thine Iniquity, that thou 2 tranſgreſſed 
againſt the Lord thy God. And to effect 
this, he muſt, from the Bottom of his Heart, 


humble himſelf before God, and humbly 


pray to him, that he would make him ſen- 
fible of his poor and miſerable State: He 
muſt by no means look upon himſelf as 
better than others, but rather as the che 

e 


e 


chief of Sinners. A Man that has ſuch an 
Opinion of himſelf, ( it being but too true, 
that in us is found the Source and Seed of 
all Evil) tho' there ſeem. to be greater Sin- 
ners than himſelf, yet it is no Obſtacle to 
him; he humbles himſelf in ſuch manner, 
becauſe he flies with his whole Heart, and 
with an humble Dependence to the Grace of 
God. On the contrary, if a Man thinks him- 
ſelf to be Something, when he is Nothing, 
he decetveth himſelf, Gal. vi. 3. Therefore a 
Man muſt not only acknowlege for groſs Sins 
ſuch outward Crimes, as Theft, Forncation, 
Blaſphemy, Drunkenneſs, and the like, (for 
the very Pagans and Infidels can abſtain 
from theſe), but muſt look upon his Unbelief 
as the Root and Source of the greateſt and 
moſt enormous Sins, When therefore he is 
ſenſible of having lived in ſuch a profound 
Lethargy, he cannot but be convinced, that 
all his Actions, Waking or Sleeping, Eating 
and Drinking, his Prayers, his frequenting 
God's Houſe, and, in ſhort, his Works, his 
Words, his Thoughts, and all his Defigns, 
were all Sin; ſince without Faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. And hat- 
ſoever is not of Faith is Sin. Rom. xiv. 23. 
Allowing then this infallible Truth, he ought 
to conſider and examine the whole Courſe 
of his paſt Life ; whether he has not hither- 
to ſpent his Time wholly intent on Eaſe and 


Pleaſure, without having any, or at leaſt very 
| B 3 little 
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little Concern about the Salvation of his Soul. 
If he is convinced of this, he muſt alſo con- 
feſs, he has done no more than what the 
2 Turks, and Infidels, have done. A real 
Chriſtian, on the contrary, whether be oats 
or drinks, or whatever he does, does all to 
the Glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. He does not 
conceive a Diſtaſte for this temporal Life, 
but aſpires only to that which is to come, ac- 
cording to the Advice of Chriſt, Seek ye fin 
the Kingdom of God, and his Righteouſneſs, 
and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you, 
'1 Matt. vi, 33. He that does not this, is an 
\| Infidel and a Pagan, as our Lord affirms in 
if Verſe 32d. 1 
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. IV. 


Wurxx therefore a Man confeſſes himſelf a 
poor miſerable Sinner; that he has hitherto 
lived under the Diſpleaſure of God, and with- 
out Chriſt ; has called himſelf a Chriſtian, 
without being a real one; he cannot but re- 
pent, and bluſh even with Shame and Confu- 
ſion, to think he has hitherto been ſo mad and 
fooliſh ; that he has, with ſo much Eager- 
neſs, purſued his temporal Happineſs and 
' Gratifications, and neglected his eternal Wel. 
fare; that he has hypocritically claimed to 
himſelf the Title of a good Chriſtian, with- 
out having either Faith or Charity; and has, 
by his repeated Crimes, ſo daringly 9 bs 
ws ood- 
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Goodneſs of a God, ſo amiable, fo — 
and faithful; who, out of his mere Good- 
neſs and Mercy, offers -him Salvation, and 
that an one; he cannot but be 
greatly grieved, that he has 
Years in — Service of Sin, of hi 


own Luſts, 


and of the Devil, inſtead of having employed 


them in the Service of God, which was his 
reaſonable Duty. Upon theſe, and fuch-like 


Reflections, he is defirous, if it were poſſible, 


to recover himſelf &om this State and Con- 
dition; he mourns that he is not able to re- 
pair ſo great Faults, and under this Affliction 
repents of his paſt Miſdemeanours. Theſe 
Convictions are highlx commendable, and 


prevent one's not BOY thro' Fear of be- 


coming melancholy, or finking under De- 


ſpair, theſe happy Sentiments and this Sor- 


row of Mind, which is @ godly Sarrom, that 
worketh Repentance to Salvation, not to be 
repented of, 2 Cor. vii. 10. In ſuch a Caſe, 
he muſt pray to God to work in him, by 
means of his moſt Holy Spirit, a true and 
genuine Remorſe of Conſcience, that, by 
taſting the Bitterneſs of his own Sins, he may 
entertain an holy Dread and Horror of them, 
and not r into his former Irregulari- 
ties of Life and all Sorts af Vices. i 


* 


How EVEN, he muſt not do, as wicked 


Cain, and the Traitor Judas, reſt in his 
Repentance 5 


t ſo many 


tet IF 
; Repentance, without going any farther; but. 
Contrite as he is, with a devout and N 
Mind, he muſt ſhelter himſelf under the 
Croſs of Chriſt, remembring thoſe endearing 
Words of our Lord, Come unto me, all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you Reſt, Matt. xi. 28. He ſþall never 
be rejected, if with a humble and contrite 
Heart he behold the Death and Sufferings of 
our Saviour made Man, and his infinite Me- 
rit ; and never ceaſes beſeeching and implor- 
ing the Divine Mercy; ſeeking and knocking, 
till he finds that he is heard, and the Door of 
Grace be opened, Matt. vi. 7. till the Forgive- 
neſs of his Sins be ſealed to him thro the Blood 
of Chriſt, and he is entirely reconciled to 
his heavenly Father, by the Mediation of ſq 
great a Son: Such a one may then with true 
Confidence, and, by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit, cry Abba, Father. - 


VI, 


MortoveR, a Man muſt not imagine, 
that ſuch a Faith is at his Command, to ob- 
tain when he pleaſes ; for it does not come 
from us, but it is the mere free Gift of God, 
and to him he muſt give all the Honour. 
and Glory thereof; and beſeech him, that he 
would kindle in his Soul, by means of his 
Holy Spirit, this lively Faith, that his Salva- 
tion be no more an imaginary thing, but — 
| yy 
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and ſolid; founded on a divine 


| _-- 
which he muſt receive by a true and lively 
Faith ; which if he has once received from 
God, he will no longer dopbt of the Remiſ- 
ſion of his Sins; but may in ſuch caſe boaſt, 
that if any Man be in Cbriſt, he is a new © 


Creature; old things are paſſed away, be- 


hold all things are become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. 
Now God has from hence forward given 
him another Mind, and other Inclinations to 
look after the Salvation of his Soul, which he 

had not heretofore; he no more aſpires af- 

ter the things of the World, but ſearches 
only after thoſe which are eternal ; his only 
Study is to pleaſe God; he can no more diſ- 
courſe upon trifling and unprofitable Subjects, 
as formerly ; and, if he is accidentally obliged 
to do ſo, he finds an Uneſianeſs of Mind 
and his Conſcience diſturbed ; much leſs wi 
he truſt the Perſuaſions of the Fleſh, without 
maturely examining, whether what he 1s 
about to take in hand, is agreeable, to, or 


| contrary to the Will of God. Thus he lives 


a Stranger to the World, but perfectly in 
God; diſengaged, in his Deſires, from world- 
Iy things; not greedy in heaping up Riches; 
but has his Heart, and his whole Affections, 
ſolely fixed and ſettled upon God, All his 
Deſigns tend heavenwards, and have Heaven 
only in View, where is Feſus his God, The 
things of this World can no longer delight 
his Soul, becauſe he is now become ac- 
F 
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quainted with other things incomparably . 
more excellent than thoſe. In ſhort, being 
firmly perſuaded that he is juſtified before 
God, he will endeavour, with all his Might; 
to preſerve to himſelf that Righteouſneſs ſo 
| happily acquired by means of Chriſt ; which 
he might eaſily looſe, if he ſhould backſlide 
into a Life of Sin, as before: This is the 
Reaſon why he uſes his utmoſt Efforts, con- 
trary to his former Courſes, to lead a Life 
holy and blameleſs. | 


VII. 


ALLOWING then, that a Man, by the 
Grace of God, is brought into this happy 
State, he muſt take heed of expecting any 
further Growth or Aſſiſtance from his own 
Ability, but leave that Honour to his Sa- 
viour, 4oho was not only gi ven him for his 
Tuſtification, but alſo for his Sanctiſication. 
I mean, he muſt, with all Humility, im- 
plore the Help of God, that, thro' Faith in, 
and Dependence on Jeſus Chriſt, he would 
more and more purify his Heart; and, in this 
reſpe&, his Dependence muſt always remain 
| fixed upon God, who has given him the 
Will, and will alſo give him Power, as much 
as he ſhall deſire. Thus muſt he endea- 
vour to work out his own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling, Philip. ii. 13. and beware of 
falling again into a carnal, nay brutiſh Secu- 
| rity ; 
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rity; continually beſeeching the Divine Ma- 

jeſty to ſtrengthen and increaſe his Faith, 
and firmly root and eſtabliſh him therein. 
Thus, and in no other way, does Chriſt 
dwell in our Hearts by means of Faith, 
from whom the inward Man is ſtrengthened 
and invig orated. 6 5 


VIII. 


By this Faith (which God will readily 
grant to his repeated Importunities and 
Prayers) he is diſpoſed fo deny all Ungodli- 
neſs, and worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent World, 
Tit. it. 12. and to continue conſtant therein 
to the End. By this Faith I fay it 1s neceſ- 
ſary that he crucifies the Fleſh, with the 
Afections and Luſts thereof. Gal. v. 24. As 
ſoon as he feels any fleſhly Motions, or ſen- 
ſual Appetites ariſe, he ought immediately 
to endeavour to ſuppreſs them, and give 
them no Time to gather. Strength; ſeeing 
he is become from henceforward a Child of 
God, a Brother of Jeſus Chriſt's, an Heir to 
eternal Life, and a true Chriſtian in Name 
and Deed, Such a one is really anointed of 
the Holy Ghoft, and, as ſuch, has received, 
and does continually obtain freſh Strength 
from God; which enables him effectually 
to reſiſt the Impetuoſity of his own Paſſions, 
which otherwiſe would hurry him afreſh 

; 'C into 


fre 


into Pride, into Avarice, and cher tal 
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"By. chi Faith;. a Man- I O bs" 
whole Conduct into the Hands of a moſt 


merciful God, of whom he is ſo tenderly be- 


loved, and who will never have him out of 
his Mind, or forget him. By this, he may 
ſafely baniſh from his Heart, all Care, Frar, 

and Diſguietude, and retain that filial Con- 


fidence which is ſo plentifully rewarded; 'S 


however, not neglecting chearfully to apply 
himſelf. to that Labour to which Heaven 
has called him, he: muſt do it ta the Glory, 


. of God, and the Benefit. of his Neighbour, 


and his own Support; which he may eaſiſy 
contrive that it be without Covetouſneſe, 


and attributing. it as due to his own. Indu- 


ſtry, but aſcribing all good Things ſolely ta 
the Bleſſing of his heavenly. Father, with: 
out which we woefully ſee that many work 
Day and Night, and get nothing. Thus it 
is required moreover, that a Man, in and. 

thro' this Faith, muſt with an entire Neſig- 
nation to the Will of God, content himſelf 
with the Allotments of Providence , receiving 
indifferently with conſtant Obedience, from 


the Hand of the Lord, Poverty, Sickneſs, 


and every other Trial which commonly caſt 
down the Minds of Infidels, and drive Un- 
belag 
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Th C 
believers into Deſpair. A Believer muſt be 
perſuaded, that all comes to him from the 
Hands of his merciful Father, who is cer- 
tainly ſo faithful, that he will not fail to 
bring about every thing for his Good and 
Advantage; as it is written Ram. viii. 28. 4 
Things work together for Good to them that 
he God. Thro' this Faith he muſt coura- 
geouſly conquer and ſurmount whatſoever . 
can befal him, altho' thro' his Goodneſs he 

ſhould ſuffer Scorns, Deriſions, and all Sorts - 
of Perſecutions: And what greater Glory 
than to ſuffer for the Love of God! as the 
Apoſtles did, Rejorcing that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer Shame for his Name, Acts 
v. 41. Finally, whatſoever State a Man is 
in, he muſt be ſatisfied therewith, thro' 
Faith in the Mercy of God ; and being cer- 
tain to poſſeſs it, he muſt learn from the 
Bottom of his Heart to repeat the Words 
of David, Whom have T in Heaven, but thee? 
and there is none upon Earth tbat I defire 
befides thee : My Fleſh and my Heart faileth ; 
but God is the Strength of my Heart, and 
my Portion for ever. Pſal. Rxiii. 25, 26. 


X. 


To what has been ſaid, we further add, 
That à Man, thro' this Faith, muſt give up 
himſelf wholly to God, inſomuch that, in 
this Life, he nuſt not henceforth live unto 
Nic Cn himſelf, 


. . - 
—— 


it proceeds wholly from God, ſo it leads 


ſelf ontward Offences, but alſo that his 
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himſelf, but unto him which died for him, 
and aroſe again, 2 Cor. v. 15. Therefore he 
ought moſt punctually to keep the Com. 


mandments of God, and love with an ardent 


and ingenuous Love God and his Neighbour; 
fince he that ſaith, I know him, and keepeth 
not his Commandments, is a Liar, and the 
Truth is not in him, 1 John ii. 4. This Faith 
leads him to ground his Hopes not upon his 
Riches and Proſperity, much leſs upon the 
Authority and Favour of other Men ; but as 


him to his heavenly Father, neither fearing 
nor valuing the Diſpleaſure of any other but 
God. This Faith permits him not to con- 
form himſelf to the World, tho' for his Up- 
rightneſs and Integrity he ſhould be counted 
a Madman, or a Fool. He well knows how 
falſe and unprofitable external Piety is, when 
not accompanied with that of the Heart; 
from whence proceeds his earneſt Deſire not 
only to be free from and baniſh from him» 


Heart may be made holy and pure, that 
even his very Thoughts might not be diſ- 
pleaſing to God. So that we may ſay, that 
a Man thus grounded and ſettled in Faith, 
lives as if he was always in the immediate 
Preſence of God, and had his Saviour con- 
tinually before his Eyes; and rejoices in Com- 
munion with him. He does not value himſelf, 
for his good Works, tho he is conſtantly per- 
forming 
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WERE 
forming them; nor. is he too eagerly bent on 
acquiring the Knowlege of many Sciences, 
being firmly -perſuaded, that the Love of 
Chriſt” paſſeth [all other] Knowlege, Ephel. 
ii, 19. This fame Faith produceth in him, 
that he does not give himſelf the Trouble 
to obſerve the Faults of others, finding 
enough in himſelf to correct and amend - 
every Hour, I don't mean, that when 
he ſees his Neighbour in a Fault, he does not 
ity him : No; for when it falls in his Way, 
he will not fail, out of Love, to reprove him, 
and admoniſh him with brotherly Affection. 
Finally, thro' this living and true Faith he 
entruſts himſelf, as a Child and Son of God, 
to be guided by the Holy Ghoſt, and go- 
vern'd by the divine Pleaſure ; and when- 
ever he falls into any Error, recovering him- 
ſelf, with a ready Forecaſt, he does not ſuf- 
fer himſelf to remain caſt down, nor flatters 
himſelf in his evil Actions; but he judges 
himſelf, that he ſhould not be judged [of God]. 
1 Cor. xi. 31. In this manner he endeavours 
Day after Day to become more perfect and 
better, expecting and waiting in Faith with 
Patience and Hope for the Day of his Diſſo- 
lution, and the Appearing of the Great God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and in the End 
an eternal Crown of Glory, which he will 
receive from his Hands, out of his mere 
Grace, and infinite Mercy. 
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a Man weans his Heart from the Creatures, 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


be 


/ Hoſoever be be of you, that e 

not all that he both, he cannot be my 
Diſciple, Luke xiv. 33. This is the firſt 
fundamental Rule to prepare one's ſelf for 
Chriſtianity ; and he that will profeſs him- 
ſelf a true Chriſtian, ought not to value 
Wealth, Honour, Reputation, Nor even his 
own Life; ; but be always ready and willing 
on every Occaſion to part with every = 


that is near and dear to Nature, 


II. 


iT am the Way, and the Truth, nd the 
Life; no Man cometh unto the Father, but 


ey me, John xiv. 6. This is the ſecond ſun⸗ 


1 tal Rule; which teaches us, that when 


and from himſelf, to find in Chriſt Holi- 
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neſs, Salvation, true Joy, Honour, and every 


God. oy 
III. 


He that believeth in ne, as the Scripture 


hath ſaid, out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers 


of Irving Water, John vii. 38. This is the 
third chief and fundamental Rule, which 
aſſures us, that whenever we receive Jeſus 


Chriſt by Faith into our Hearts, We are at 


that Inſtant filled with tlie Gifts of the Holy 


Spirit, that out of the Fulneſs of the Heart pro- 
ceed the Fruits of the Spirit in Abundance; 
and that Man truly enjoys within himſelf - 
the Kingdom of God, which is Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


IV. 


He that ſhall endure unto the End, the 
ſame ſhall be ſaved, Matth. xxiv. 13. By 


this fourth chief and fundamental Rule we 


learn, not to be of them who draw back to 
Perdition ; but of them that believe, to the 
ſaving. of the Soul, Heb. x. 39. 


*. 
He that taketh not bis Croſs, and fol. 


loweth after me, is not worthy, of me, Matt. | 


X. 


good Thing; he muſt walk in this Path, 
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x: 38. Bis ale, hi nd filial 


Rule teaches us, that whoſoever does not 


© generouſly and "—_ renounce What: 


ever is pleaſing to Fleſh and Blood, and 
cannot reſolve to bear Contempt and 
Reproach, to be thought a Fool, or to 
be made a Jeſt of by other Men, for the 
ſake of Chriſt; but had rather preſerve his 
Reputation among Men, without depriving 


himſelf of the Pleaſures and Accommoda- 
tions of Life, to which his ſenſual Inclina- 


tions and Paſſions may lead him { deceiving 
himſelf with the pleafing Thoughts, that all 
this is not incompatible with true Chriſtia» 
niſm) is an Hypocrite, and only a Chriſtian 
in Name. Let not ſuch a Man boaſt nor pre- 


. ſame, that he belongs to Chriſt, who for the 


Love he bore to Sinners, even at the Time 
when they were his greateſt Enemies, diſ- 
dained not to take upon him the Form of a 
Servant, and to become the moſt deſpiſed 
and rejected of Men, his Form having been 


more marred than the Sons of Men, Iſaiah lit. 


14 *. But, on the contrary, he that is 1 


* This Text being very obſcure in the Engl 
Tranſlation, I beg Leave to give the following Mean- 
ing of the Hebrew : jo Y Py WHRY WAI 

N 22D DNN IIRTD PRA MNPD 
As many were flupefied thro Atoniſhment at Thee ſo c- 
Tuptely deformed for the ſake of Man ; his [thy] Looks 
and his [thy] Form [being ſo corruptly deformed] fir 
the ſake of the Sons of Adam. 


ET 15 


„ok offending, and careful to pleaſe and ho- 
b:: nour Chriſt our Lord, the true Foundation 
oc all Happineſs, and the moſt firm Rock 
4 of his Salvation; and who for Love of him 
d would rn every thing elſe, ſuch a onc 
0 ſhall truly poſſeſs all Things, and ſhall be 
& WW honour'd of his Saviour, 

18. 
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THE 


CONFESSION 


OF A 
CHRISTIAN. 


Fs is a Confeſſion of the Faith in 
which I live; of the Way in which] 
walk; of the Truth which the Holy Scrip- 
tures have taught me, and that the Divine 
Spirit has ſealed in my Heart. This, I fay, 
is a Confeſſion of the Courſe I take to be 
preſerved from wandring thro' wrong Paths, 
and to obtain the Glory of eternal Life. 


I acknowledge myſelf a poor and miſer- 
able Worm, that by — th and after- 
wards by my own actual Tranſgrefſions, 
have deſerved God's Hatred and Indigna- 

tion, temporal Death, and eternal Damns- 
tion: But Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God has 
given himſelf for me, and with the GG 

5 0 


fion of my Heart. 


thro 


[19] 
of his own Blood has reconciled me to his 
heavenly Father; ſo that inſtead of baring 
my Sins imputed to me by God; he imputes 
for Righteouſneſs my Belief in Jeſus, His true 
and only Son, By this Faith I am 
juſtified, and the Holy Spirit takes Poſſeſ. 
In this my Juſtification 
Peace is made between God and my Soul: 
I am become his Son; I rejoice at being 
taken into his Favour, and am certainly ſure 
that I'ſhall never ſee nor taſte eternal Death, 
but ſhall poſſeſs Life everlaſting ; and that [ 
am henceforth paſſed from Death to Life. 
Having thus embraced God by his Grace, 
aith in his moſt Holy Son, I am not 
only really juſtified for the preſent, and for 
the Time to come; but I enjoy, without the 
leaſt Interruption of Time, thoſe divine Fa- 
vours, whilſt T carry within me a Teſtimony 
of my Adoption, which is given me by the 
Holy Ghoſt. However, I don't preſume to 
ſay, I am without Faults, and free from De- 
fects, but on the contrary, innumerable are 
thoſe which God thro! his infinite Goodneſs 
has made me to know ; and there are infinite 
others that I am ignorant of: But becauſe T 
live in Chriſt, and Chriſt in me, 'God does 
not impute them to me, but bears with them, 
and excuſes them, as a Father does to his 
Son whom he loves. This Favour and Kind- 
neſs of my God tends not to make me live 
in a preſumptuous Confidence, but incites 
"Dy Day 
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own Imagination, to which I may attribute 
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Day after Day the Spirit of my Underſtand- 
ing, ſo that I walk with more Steadineſ 
for God who is the Author of every 9000 
Thing, hath filled my Heart with filial Feat, 

and with Reverencè and Reſpect to his 
bas Majeſty ; and does not ſuffer. me to 
abandon myſelf to Sin, and abuſe his. moſt 
holy Grace. He cleanſes me like a Vine, 
that I may bear Fruit more abundantly, 1 
am made truly pure and clean by the holy 
Word which Chriſt has ſpoken, and 1 lun 
believed from my Heart. | 


j Theſe. are no Chimera or Fancies of my 


them: Chriſt has truly loved me, and waſhed 
away in me, with his own Blood, the 8 
of all human Imperfection: My Salvation 
alone conſiſteth in the Remiſſion and Pardon 
of my Sins, God having made me ſenſible 
of my Inability to believe, and taking Com- 
paſſion on me has wrought Faith in my 
Heart, which I have myſelf ſeen, heard, 
and ſpiritually experienced ;and I am fo far 4 
from all Doubt of it, as of what I ſee with 
my bodily Eyes, or hear with my own 
Ears, and that I handle with my own 
Hands, is moſt. certain, and Truth itſelf. 
God has inſtructed me to diſtinguiſh Grace 
from Nature, Light from Darkneſs, and 
Reality from Imaginations. Our God not 
only ſhews himſelf faithful, in that he = | 
* ons 


[ 21] 
dons our Sins, but alſo declares himſelf juſt, 
in cleanſing us from our Vices. Therefore 
000 1 do confeſs my Faults, and accuſe myſelf 
ear, before God, to the Intent that I may be 

bis more purified and cleanſed. This my fur- 
© to ther Purification and Sanctification advances 
nolt WF in the very Act of my reſiſting Sin, not by 
ine. Wl any Virtue and Strength of my own, but 
U thro' the Holy Spirit, which dwells and 
ly works in me. The Beginning, the Middle, 

| and the End, conſiſt in the Faith which I have 
in Jeſus my Saviour. At the ſame time 
that I renounce my own Works, I acknow- 
{edge my Frailty and Inſufficiency to arrive 
at the Knowledge of God, and to revive that 
divine Light, intirely depending upon his 
moſt holy Grace, beholding the immaculate 
Lamb, that bears the Sins of the World; 
and approaching myſelf in this manner to 
the Father, thro' the Blood of his moſt holy 
and-innocent Son, I feel myſelf invigorated, 
a new and. freſh Strength ariſe in my Soul, 
ſo that I ſee and feel in me Faith as an 
heavenly Light, and as a Fire; I taſte of 
the Love of my God, and the new Man, 
like a good Tree, flouriſhes, ſpreading the 
Odour of its fragrant Flowers, and ripen- 
ing thoſe Fruits, that may be acceptable 
both to God and Man. There is no other 
Way but this to fave one ſelf; and in this I 
am ſaved and ſanctified; for he | Chriſt] is 
the Way, the Truth, and the . As 
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I 
therefore J put my Truſt in none but Chriſt 
Jeſus, when I figh for the Pardon of my 
Sins, ſo I go to none but him and his holy 
- Grace, he being willing to ſtrengthen me in 
Faith, in Charity, and in Hope: Where. 
fore I have need of no other, but only thto 
the Grace I have received, and the Under. 
ſtanding which the Son of God has given me 
to know what alone is true ; that I be ſted- 
faſt therein, without looking back : And by 
this means will the Work of God be com- 
pleted in me, he having no need of my Aſ- 
ſiſtance to this Effet; it is ſufficient for 
him, that I give myſelf up to be formed by 
him as a Babe in its Mother's Womb; and 
that I do not reſiſt the divine Operations of 
the Spirit ; truſting that he will produce in 
me every thing that is pleafing, and can prove 
acceptable to him. It ought not to be inferr d 
from hence, that I muſt become void of 
Care, and inſtead of an intire Reſignation, 
to God, ſhould ſpend my Time in ſeeking 
Reſt and Peace in Nature, becauſe by fo do- 
ing I ſhall be imperceptibly deprived of his 
eternal Operations in me. The divine Spirit 
is willing to work always, and without ceaf 
ing ; and whoever gives not Way to his Mo- 
tions and Influences, muſt be faid to reſiſt 
and grieve him. In theſe divine Workit 
Man cannot be wearied and fatigued, but in 
virtue thereof a Soul (that acknowledges it. 
ſelf ſanctified by the Blood of the Lamb) 


- ſtow'd upon 


£ 2 


can ſpread on high the Wings of Faith and 
Love. The Lord loves the Humble; and 
all- the Graces of the Holy Spirit are be- 
' a devout and humble Soul. 
True Humility is grounded and takes root 
only in that Juſtification which is wrought 
by means of Grace. When a Man does not 
attribute any thing to himſelf, but ſeeks the. 
Supply of all his Wants from his Saviour, 


his Heart being filled with heavenly Con- 


tentment, enjoys the ſweeteſt Peace with 
God, and remains fully comforted and 
ſtrengthened by Him. On the contrary, if 
his Heart grows proud, and he neither ſeeks 
nor finds Salyation in the Remiſſion of his 
Sins, it may be immediately ſaid, that he 
wanders from the true and right Way; and 
that he will meet with nothing but Trouble 
and Diſquietude of Spirit, However, I don't 
ſay, that God our heavenly Father has not 
reſerved to himſelf certain Intervals of Time 
for humbling us, and making Trial of our 
Conſtancy. But this does not lead Us out 
of our right Way. How eaſy is it other- 
wiſe to go out of ſo narrow a Path! How | 
eaſily can any thing diſquiet our Mind, when 
we the leaſt think of it, and draw us from 
our Child-like Simplicity ; ſo that, thinking 
to do better, we inſenſibly paſs from the 
Goſpel to the Law. The Goſpel has in it 
an Angelic Simplicity, and makes a Man 
like a Child, amiable and agrecable to = 

8 'Tis 


= | [ 2&F} © ” * 
Tis an exceeding great Brightneſs, à penes 
trating Light, a prw River of Peace, a Reſt 
from one's own Work, a petfe& Enjoyment 
of God, and of his complete Happineſs 
Happy the Man that preſſeth towards this 
Mark, and ſuffers not himſelf to go afide! 
And ſo much the more unhappy is he, that 
lofing Sight of Chriſt, and regulating him- 
ſelf according to the Example of other Men, 
would ſet himſelf up of himſelf, and have 
a ſpiritual Increaſe and Growth, without 
waiting the appointed Time. No Man, by 
all his Thought and Induſtry whatever, can 
add to his Stature one Cubit. So it is with 
the inward Man; tho' Nature, always de- 
firous to be ſomething, endeavours to ad- 
vance and haſten its Courſe, The Ways of 
the Lord are quite different from this; for 
he brings a Thing to nothing, that he might 
be all in all his Creatures. All that has been 
ſaid, is compriſed in theſe few Words, He 
that believeth in the Son, hath everlaſting 
Life, John iii. 36. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ' 
grant, that his Spirit may-guide me into the 
plain and right Way ! Amen. 
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ON THE 


ConveRSION of St. PAUL, 


OR A 5 
Warning to the FEWS, from 
AcTs Chap. ix. Ver. 6. 


By the late Reverend 5 
Mr. SAMUEL SAN + V. 5 * 


J. 
HEN Saul of old, wi ious Zeal, 
Purſu'd the Chriſtians, thing their Gil; ; 


From Land to Land enrag'd- he goes; 2 
But Feſus meets him on wh "hg, - oT 


* 
Heav'n opens; and Celgſtia! Ligh OS 
Pours. a bright Deluge all TY | = 4 
Breaks on his Head the Flood, and ſtrikes 7 
The trembling Sinner to the Ground. ors : 


CS 


. 


+ See Poems on ſeveral Oc E by Mr. 
SAMUEL 5 Londen 1745. Qarto- Q 


Ra re * 
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[ 26 I. 
o . III. 
9 hp rait a W A. heard! 
Saul] Saul! why pt ecut'ſt thou me 
Who art thou, Erd? cs Wretch replies: 


I paſpen, ; 01771/1100 
That Jeſus 1 wounded Breaſt 
In every martyr d Saint does mourn; 
Forbear ———* nor madly. lift thy Foot * "i 
Againſt the pointed "0 to ſpyrn, 


Confounded and _ 0 He liek,  - 

"And to the Heav'nly Voice reſign d. abs. 

For. with the Voice, a Pow'r divine 
Had reach aha Ran chang d his Mind, 


e NOK ; V. de F101 1 
Whos alan han; Onuntinjurs Df 
Command alm e tolobey - ae 
To do, qr i fen Here Lam; 1041 
Thy Pleaſure, Aut Viſio n . 


Lord! 1 g d this Pay arte 
Each Sinner in pla ſeri There | whe" 

path and'let t the Forks his es! mn 
- Of Hed Weh Light a 2 appear. 

VIII. 

We tremble when we view our Crimes3— 
How great tlie Guilt, . how, vaſt. the op” 

Oh! change our Mearts; fargive our 
Come, Feſus, mighty * our, come 


3 * — 
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ed 
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On 40 ty of ea rieten 
14 the jou How, 


HAT TY 1 ade babe, 
. Religion bes afford! 
oo How hn to a refined Taſte, - 
; Thy rich Proviſion; Lord 7 
1 © WVEN 
Honours let others chaſe, and = 
Their ſtarving Souls with Air; 
Or guilty and polluted Joys, 
With ſhort Deluſion, ſhare, 
a III. . 
Let mine be more ſubſtantial Bliſs! 
Be mine more ſolid Food] + 
My Heart to nobler Heights len: 
— ſeeks th' Eternal Good, 
L S 
Let Sons of Earth, the Duſt of Earth, | 
It's glittering Duſt admire ; 
Poor ſordid Minds purſue the Gains, 


That ſuit a low Defire. 
E 32 
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V. 
45 . God let me poſſeſs; _ 
ne Treafo ute ſhall ſuffige: 3 
this, my Joy, my All! 
ale] can deſpiſe. | 
VI. 
When on her high Ori in 
My Heav'n-born Soul with. 83 
With a becoming Pride, the World 
Diſdainful, ſhe rejécts: 
e 
Ne or 1 to court theſe humble C 
So much beneath her State; 
Such Condeſcenfion is too Low, 
And ſhe herſelf too Great. , 
bal haz MING ts; | 
To me, when blind ar Sin, you orice 
- All-lovely did appear 
But now, to my calighten'd Eyes, 
You are no longer dear, 


IK: 
Hence then, this Word, and all its Jaun; 


Wealth; H onours, Pleaſures, Hence, 
My Happineſs i is all above, 


My Hopes are all from thence. 


For me 


gy 4 
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it 1 . 
ING Glory to th Eternal d | 
Sing, _ and Earth, in ſweeteſt 


Lays 
Angels,” been the noble Song ; 
Begin, we'll echo to his 
II. 
Gl to Cod an High! bs hom 
'T e whole Creation firſt was formd 
Who fixt the ſolid Earth, and ſpread :\. © 
The Skies with ndnd Stars dend. 


III. 
Us of a finer Mould he framd, 
With comely Shape, erect, 4 file, 
Of Mind capacious, and in Worth 
Above all earthly Creatures far. 
IV. 

For this, thro' all th Angelic Hoſt, 
Loud gratulating Anthems ſound : 
The Great Creator's Praiſe they ſing ;z 
y No Voice in Heav'n is flent found, 


b 


Above, with Nows ele dee I, 
| Thoſe bleſſed Spititscdune their Joys: 
High is their Strain, too high for us, 


5 or þ N nl ker 7 


vet ſhall our Hymn ee thither heard, 
Our Subject more, far more ſublime ;, 
His Glories in the Filial God 
m. br Ul gre the lofty Rhime, | 
\ VI.. IA 2 
Earth v was too low, too little Heay'n, | 
Alone ſuch Glories to contain: 
« In both, ſays God, my Glock hy - 
* In both for ever honour'd teign. 
Wi, 4 
« United God and Man be ſeen; 0 
, The God, on Earth a Servant heul 
% In Heay'n anointed King, the Mun 
.<, At my Right Hand ſhall fit — 
IX. | 


* My only Son of Woman born,. 
% That Man may live, accurſt ſhall dig: 
Thus. Juſtice bids, ſeverely kind, 
That Grace may lift its Triumph high,” 
1 
If er our Tongues, ingrate, forget 
Redeeming Love with Joy to raiſe ; 


May they for ever ſilent prove, _ 
N or ſpeak, till they have learnt to- praile, 
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ApvaERTISEMENT, 
121 Publiſher takes this Oppor- _— 


tunity to. acquaint his curious KB 
Readers That he profeſſes him- 


3 bl 
of {elf Maſter of the Oriental, alia, | 
Danis, and Portugueſe Languages; | 
nd that be will be glad to wait upon | 
any Gentleman or Lady that is de- 3 | 
» I frous of being inſtructed in any of | 
: I thoſe Languages, on giving Notice, | 
dy directing a Line for him at the 
L Anſterdam Coffee-houſe, behind the 
Foal Exchange, or at the Rev. Mr. 
7 125 s, in Thatch . Court, near 


K. James 5. 


